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An adult foster care home
at the center of 21 complaints
to Northville Township police
in the past year has apparent-
ly closed and is no longer be-
ing used to care for mentally
ill adults and those with trau-
matic brain injuries.

Neighbors had complained
extensively about the man-
agement of the facility. In re-
cent months, an autistic man
walked into neighbor Tom
Hughes’ house while his
daughterwas home alone, and
caretaker Lottie Stewart was
convicted of abusing a resi-
dent of the home and sen-
tenced to a year of probation.

Hughes said he watched as
trailers were brought to help
move out the residents last
weekend. A woman who an-
swered the door Friday at the
home on Maxwell north of 7
Mile Road said she will be
renting the home to live in for
the next year. She said she
moved in within the last week
and was not affiliated with the
adult foster care home.

Hughes said he is thrilled
that the group home will no
longer be operating there.

“The best outcome has
happened forme. I’ve been liv-
ing this thing for 12 years,”
Hughes said of the facility,
which opened in a former resi-
dence in 1997.

Still, Hughes said he wor-
ries about the residents who
had been staying in the home.
It was unclear Friday what

had happened to them.
The facility, known as the

Ranch House, was licensed to
Broe Rehabilitation Services
in FarmingtonHills to care for
up to six adults. Dr. Timothy
Broe, who owns the facility,
refused to discuss the status
of the home Friday, saying on-
ly that a news release would
be released at some point in
the future.

Broe told the Free Press
previously that he takes re-
sponsibility for the break-
down that led to the autistic
man walking into the Hughes
home, but he has defended his
company’s actions regarding
Stewart, saying she was fired
promptly after the incident
was reported. Broe has said
he is confident in the level of
care he provided his resi-
dents.

After a Free Press article
describing problems associat-
ed with the home appeared
Monday, the Ranch House
was no longer listed on a state
database of adult foster care
homes. State officials said in
June that they had completed
multiple investigations into
the home.

Christina Fecher, a spokes-
woman for the Michigan De-
partment of Human Services,
said no information about the
investigations was available
for release Friday. She said
reports would be posted on-
line this week.
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Foster care
home closes
after trouble
Northville Twp. police received complaints
about facility caring for mentally ill people
By ERIC D. LAWRENCE
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

The Detroit Recreation Department and
the Historic Ft. Wayne Coalition hosted
the annual Civil War Days at Historic

Ft. Wayne on Saturday. Re-enactors from
several states converged on the park to give
visitors a glimpse of what life was like for
troops during the Civil War era.
The event continues 9 a.m.-5 p.m. today at

the fort, 6325 W. Jefferson at Livernois in
Detroit.
All-day admission is $3. Visitors under 15

get in free.

A RE-ENACTMENT OF THE CIVIL WAR ERA

Photos by ROMAIN BLANQUART/Detroit Free Press

Fred Priebe, left, a retired teacher from Belleville, plays Abraham Lincoln and Johnny Bellamy of Detroit plays Frederick Douglass at Civil War Days.

Union soldiers prepare for battle during the Civil War Days re-enact-
ment at Historic Ft. Wayne on Saturday. The event continues today.More photos from Civil War Days

Mix it up, Detroit.
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Find nightlife, food, events and more.
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